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Caring for children and families for 68 years

Reflections from the Directoris Desk: A Day in the Life
Leisa Pollander, Executive Director

Commitment, Dedication, and Consistency...all are key attributes that come to mind when | think of the
staff and volunteers who work with children. The Sara Holbrook Community Center is most fortunate to
be connected to many, many staff, volunteers, and donors who possess these qualities. Our own Linda
Hamlin (formerly Cadorette) exemplifies these core values. Let me tell you about a day in the working life

of Lindaé
1 Roll out of bed before the crack of dawn
1 Accompany Ed, her husband, to the Center at 5:00 a.m. to clean, put trash out, etc.
1 Head for her momis house to make sure she is up and about
1 Back to the Center at 7:45 a.m. to prep for her day as the aide in the pre-school
1 8:30 a.m.: meet and greet 15 preschoolers and their families; four hours of play and curriculum
begin
1 12:30 p.m.: prepare 15 little ones to head home, greet parents again, discuss the days happenings
1 12:45 p.m.: eat lunch, try to unwind, often there is a staff meeting
1 2:00 p.m.: prepare for the after-school program
1 2:30 p.m.: open the doors for 36 elementary school children for after-school programming; lead

craft projects, cheer on kids, chase balls over the fence, teach the children games and the
importance of following the rules, and answer the continual cry, oLinda, | need youo.

1 5:00 p.m.: pack up the elementary school troops, ship them out the door and turn the building
over to the Teen Program staff andé .
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Get up the next day and do it all over again!

How many people do you know who have worked for the same organization for almost 40 years yet still
come to work each day with a smile? Lindais love of children and her willingness to do whatever it takes to
get things done epitomizes the culture at the Sara Holbrook Community Center. The Center is small enough
that no job descriptions fit into square little boxes. | am reminded of that every time | see Linda and Ed
wielding the floor waxer; when | see Kathy Olwell endlessly driving kids around the city, so they may par-
ticipate in enrichment activities that are not available in the New North End; when | see Tricia Reynolds
loading a bag of dirty, preschool dress-up clothes into her car on Friday to be washed, folded and returned
Monday morning; when | see Kim Woijcik unpacking a car full of groceries and restocking the food pantry;
and when | see Heidi Weston staggering through the back door, buried beneath an armful of snacks and
drinks to stock the next teen dance. | am very fortunate to knowi and to work withfi every single staff
person here. Thank you all!
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