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Refl ections from the Directoros |Des
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0OYou must be the change you wishl to
Mahatma Gandi

This is the time of year when we take stock of the changes demonstrated in the children we
work with on a day to day basis. Ten of our preschoolers are transitioning on to kindergarten.
The preschool staff and volunteers have worked hard to help prepare them for this next step in
life; parents have followed through on suggestions for activities to be done at home that support
the learning taking place in the classroom. Fifth graders enrolled in the afterschool program are moving on to middle
school. While there is sadness at leaving a program that many of them have been enrolled in since kindergarten, ther
is also excitement about being able to access either of the 2 dropn programs available for youth in the old and the
new north end of Burlington.
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Summer camp loomsd along with the Green Family Youth Adventure Camp, middle school enrichment programming
and New Arrivals, a summer school for children who speak English as a Second Language. Opportunity abounds for
the children connected with the Center because of the commitment of generous donors who want to see good things
available for all children, regardless of ability to]|pay.
donors, board and staff 8 your time, your donation, your work and your belief in the mission help to build brighter
futures.

Center Wish List SHCC Mission Statement

(please help us thrive by donating new or gently used items) The mission of the Sara Holbrook Community

Center is to develop responsible and produc-
Games and Outdoor Items Craft Supplies tive children, youth and families through social
development, educational and recreational

Hula-hoops (new) Beads (pony beads) opportunities. The Center serves Chittenden
Foosball table and balls Markers (new) County primarily focusing on the North End of
Soccer balls (new or gently used) Colored construction paper Burlington.
Basketballs (new or gently used) Tempera paint (new)
Wiffleball bat and balls Eyedroppers (new) Office Items
Rubber bases Play-Doh (new) Laptop Computer
Kickballs (gently used or new) Gluesticks (new) Color Printer/Scanner
Mountain cIimbing rope for Jewelry making kits Standing Fan
jump roping _ screen printing kit
Pool cues, rfr?;r'];:gts’ balls, tips, pre-stretched canvases Other ltems
Ping pong paddles, balls, nets bakeable clay Light table for sensory activities

Gas cards for the youth van

www.saraholbrookcc.org
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After School Groove

The After School program at the Center focused on getting its groove on this win-
ter by participating in a variety of musical adventures from step dancing with
Nina Rosen and bucket drumming with Bobby Hackney to exploring different
types of music expression with Emily Anderson from Very Special Arts of Vert
mont. In addition to their regular activities of cooking, crafts, games, gardening &
more, the After Schoolers ventured out and about with the spring break vacation
camp. The kids enjoyed a number of outings including ice skating, bowling, swim-
ming and a movie.

Sprucing up the garden

Hunt Middle Schoolers in Action

This year has been a very good year for the After School Program at Hunt Middle
School with many more students than ever involved in programming. Our ESL
program continues to have many of our new immigrant population heavily in-

volved. We have offered middle schoolers a broad array of arts programs, in-
cluding beading, wooden spoon design, gourd baskets, paper making, papef
crafts, pottery, music composition, piano lessons, Madrigal choir, jazz club

swashbuckling with Shakespeare, Readers Theater and photography. Kids also

were helped with their homework and many did strategic games, basketball, wif-
fle ball and floor hockey.

Our Summer Middle School Program should be full in both size and activities this
year. To date we have over 150 kids signed up for this 5 week program, which is
free of charge and open to all Burlington Middle School aged kids. They will be
|l earning sailing, hi king in the stat
ties, painting, drawing, mountain biking, skateboarding, rock climbing, making
movies, bait & fly fishing, swimming, braiding rugs, geo-caching, making paper,
bike touring, designing fashions, making stained glass, and more.There are 63
programs for kids to choose from, most are week long programs, some run all
day, and others are either in the
mornings or afternoons, but middle
schoolers will be engaged no matter
what they choose. Our plan is to
give them experiences they have not
yet had and open a window into an

art or athletic area to which they
have not been exposed. Summer is
time to try new things and be out in
Ver mont s natur al
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Preschool Exploring

The preschool was especially busy this winter and spring exploring the community and the nature within it. Our three,
four and five year olds took trips to Ethan Allen Park, Shelburne Farms & ECHO Lake and Science Center, They al
kicked off a butterfly unit at the Flynn with a performance of the Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle which inspired a

butterfly garden of their very own. Over a period of time, they were able to watch caterpillars morph into butterflies.

ies

. putterfl
o patiently for the
Wamng‘% show their wings

P’a'.""ng grass
to discoyer

)

Adventuring out to ECHO Lake and ;;Z‘:lvvth'”gs
Science Center
Creating Connections
* Meet Children Waiting *
Excited about our second year of programming, Creating Connec: for a Mentor
tions has grown from supporting 10 mentor matches to 20 mentor
matches. This sparked the hiring of a new coordinator, Nanses
Cassler, who will concentrate on supporting the program in its | am a 6 year old boy. | love to eat
growth. Matches have enjoyed a number of activities reporting lots pizza, salad & fruit. My favorite
of fun with swimming, playing basketball, sledding, movie going, things to do are play basketball,
cooking delicious food items, experiencing the ECHO Lake ang baseball and football. In school, 1
Science Center, and more. love to read. If | had a mentor, |
would like to play kickball and
If you would like to learn more about getting out into the commu- board games. | would also like to
nity to share some of your time and compassion each week with a go for a hike.

child please contact Nansea at 8626342 or mentor-
ing@saraholbrookcc.org.

. . | am a § year old.girl. When | am at
You can make a differenqel in sBhoof Mdv télrggain!hélitrfry'.l
have two rabbits. | love biking, swim-
ming and movies. | would like to go
i bowling, see movies and go swim-
ming with my mentor. | love to eat
pizza, chicken, ice cream, and of
course, candy!

* *
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